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A focused cowboy, a distracted executive, and a hilarious quest make for an unforgettable holiday. 

Wyatt Nash is a professional tie-down roper, a good ranch hand, and not too shabby when it comes to 
attracting women. But according to his five-year-old niece, he needs to work on both his roping skills 
and his dating game. His sister thinks he needs to settle down. And don’t get him started on the advice 
he gets from well-meaning friends. When his rodeo sponsor, billionaire Jon Sinclair, asks for his 
assistance in tutoring a clueless city girl about Sinclair Industries, Wyatt doesn’t feel like he can say no. 
Then he discovers he’ll be teaching none other than the one woman on the planet who wants nothing 
to do with him.  

Packed with small-town charm and the wonder of falling in love, Roping Christmas is a sweet holiday 
romance sure to bring laughter and infuse hearts Christmas cheer.  

The Author: 
USA Today best-selling author Shanna Hatfield is a farm girl who loves to write. Her sweet historical 
and contemporary romances are filled with heart, humor, and hope. When Shanna isn’t snapping 
photos or testing out new recipes, she hangs out with her husband, Captain Cavedweller.  
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Trouble is coming, but for whom?

When he’s not evading grabby-handed octogenarians, mentoring troubled teens, or rescuing rascally young-
sters from disaster, Deputy Knox Strickland can be found upholding the law in the eastern Oregon region 
he patrols. He avoids making plans for tomorrow, focusing instead on doing his best today. Then one chance 
encounter with a beautiful woman in a wheat field turns his world upside down. Knox is left questioning what 
secrets she’s hiding, and how hard he’ll have to work to scale the fortress she’s built around her heart.

A sweet romance full of quirky small-town fun, Distracting the Deputy is a story of hope, help, and hanging on 
to what matters most.

The Author:
USA Today bestselling author Shanna Hatfield is a farm girl who loves to write. Her sweet historical and con-
temporary romances are filled with sarcasm, humor, hope, and hunky heroes. When Shanna isn’t dreaming up 
unforgettable characters, twisting plots, or covertly seeking dark, decadent chocolate, she hangs out with her 
beloved husband, Captain Cavedweller.
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Excerpt
He could tell the moment Zadie realized she wasn’t alone. Unlike most people who would have 

been embarrassed and made excuses for trespassing, she opened one eye to see who had dared inter-
rupt her moment of solitude in the fading August sun.

“I know I shouldn’t be out here, Deputy Strickland, but the wheat field called to me, and I had to 
answer,” she said with a sassy grin.

“Called to you?” He spoke in a hushed tone. Something about this evening warranted whispers, 
maybe even a few secrets.

Rather than answer, Zadie closed her eyes and returned to brushing her fingers over the beards of 
wheat in a light caress. For a fleeting moment, Knox wondered what it would be like to feel her touch 
against his skin.

“What’s going to happen next?” he asked in mock seriousness. “Is the hayfield over there going to 
serenade you?”

Zadie laughed softly. “No. Don’t be absurd. The scrub jays have done a superb job of that.”
He stood perfectly still, listening with his heart as much as his ears. Birds sang to each other. Water 

chink-chinked out of a pivot. The breeze wound through the wheat, making it almost sound like a pair 
of brush sticks scratching across a drum.

Absorbed in the moment, he finally turned his focus back to Zadie. “For the record, I’m off duty, 
so I suppose that means we’re both trespassing.” He gave her another long glance. “What are you 
really doing out here?”

Zadie opened her eyes and turned to face him. “I’ve never walked through a field of ripe wheat. It 
seemed like a great evening to cross that experience off my list of things I want to someday do. It’s 
magnificent, like the breeze and the birds and the land make their own music.”

Uncertain what to say in response to a statement both poetic and peculiar, Knox merely nodded.



Q&A with Shanna Hatfield

Can you tell us about a real-life hero you’ve met?
Back in my just out of college days, I used to be a newspaper reporter. Through that experience, I met some in-
credible people who did incredible things with their one precious life. From a family who adopted six children to 
a police officer who put his life on the line, there are so many heroes out there we take for granted.  

Tea or Coffee? And how do you take it?
Although I like the smell of coffee, I have never enjoyed the taste of it, so I am definitely a tea fan. Mint is my 
overall favorite, and this time of year I love an ice-filled glass of sweetened mint tea. 

What will always make you smile, even on a bad day?
My husband, Captain Cavedweller. He makes me laugh all the time, even when I’m having a horrible day. 

If you couldn’t be a writer anymore, what profession would you take up?
If I could no longer be a writer (which would be completely devastating), I would probably focus on party plan-
ning or maybe open a bed and breakfast. I get such a kick out of planning events and there’s that whole love-to-
bake thing, so I’d most likely gravitate to one of those careers. 

What’s something you’d like to tell your fans?
I have the best fans and they bring me so much joy and happiness. From the bottom of my heart, thank you for 
being the very so incredibly kind, encouraging, and supportive. I appreciate you! 

What inspires you daily? 
Life and the world around me. There is so much  beauty, and goodness, and hope in the world if we just take a 
moment to see it, appreciate it, and enjoy it. 

Besides writing, what other secret skills do you have?
I don’t know if they’re a secret, but I love to bake and try new recipes. My first printed cookbook is called A 
Cowboy Christmas. (And yes, I love the holidays, too). I took all the food photos in the book, which was a learn-
ing experience, but also a lot of fun because I enjoy playing around with my camera and snapping photos. Oth-
er than reading, I also like to garden. On occasion, I whip out my glue gun or Modge Podge and do something 
crafty. 

When working on a new book, what’s the first thing you do?
I’m a very visual person, so when I’m working on a book, the first thing I do is start a board for the book on Pin-
terest. I start by thinking about the setting and characters, what they’ll look like, then I add all kinds of details that 
inspire me. It all rolls into the story.

Do you consider yourself a disciplined writer? Do you have a schedule that you stick to, or is it more in the moment?
I am a disciplined writer. Generally, I spend about ten hours a day, five to six days a week, in my office writing, 
editing, or working on marketing. I treat my writing career like a full-time job and keep to a regular schedule. It’s 
important to me to be productive and continue to grow as a writer, which requires time and effort.
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